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Presidentôs M essage:  
Bill Hohwiesner  

Isnôt Summer On the Water Great! 

I hope that summer finds your boat finally function-

ing well, new projects nearly complete (well al-

most), a well stocked pantry of great, flavorful junk 

food (unless you have been forced to eat healthy L),  

and a few great weekends on the water behind you.  

Patty and I have enjoyed several beautiful outings, 

they came, luckily, between downpours, and I have 

my secret stash of junk food.   So itôs been another 

wonderful Spring. But! Where has all of this rain 

come from?   

 Your CBGBOA has planned some great out-

ings each month for the remainder of the season that 

you should check out - no, I mis-speak -  you should 

just come out and join us all!  Check our website for 

details, and then plan to join us as we have some 

great events to help you enjoy your boat and to see 

better the beauty of the Chesapeake. We encourage 

you, old and new members alike, to join us for the 

weekend mini-cruises and for the Fall Rendezvous.  

If you have any questions about where the group 

will anchor, what to bring (food, drink, clothes), 

when to get together, or about anything else please, 

call or e-mail me or Geoff Holmes (Cruise Direc-

tor).  Both our phone and e-mail info are in the 

CBGBOA Directory. 
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The picture at the left is from our second mini-

cruise (a make-up cruise) to the Rhode River on 

July 12 & 13.  Eight boats and sixteen crew enjoyed 

the beautiful weather, some good swimming, great 

food, and good friendships.   

Our first big cruise this year was a joint event 

with MTOA (Marine Trawlers Owners Assn)  June 

13-15 at the Wye Island Natural Resources Park on 

Granary Creek.  As you can see from the pictures on 

the following page, the cruisers had a wonderful 

time.   Thirty couples attended aboard a total of 28 

boats.  It all started Friday evening with cocktails 

and dinner, and concluded with breakfast on Sunday 

morning.  Highlights of the evenings included a talk 

given by the park ranger on the Wye River and the 

history of Wye Island, and sing-along with Pete 

Colkett and his guitar.  

Carolyn Bowden and Carol Williamson (Lill y-

pad) summed up their enjoyment of their first 

CBGBOA cruise as follows:  
 ñWe just wanted to write and tell you 

that we have finally gotten to our "first" 
Cruisers aboard Revenir II at the Rhode River 
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CBGBOA Rendezvous - and we had a 
GRAND time!  Pepper and Geoff Holmes-
were extraordinary "hosts" and attended to 
absolutely every detail.  It was beautifully 
organized and carried off as if it were a 
weekly routine event.  We met wonderful 
new friends and enjoyed delicious food.  
Geoff's wood fire was a big hit! (not to men-
tion lots of work on his part). The timing and 
pacing of everything was perfect. 

  We were impressed with the care and 
welcoming that Pepper and Geoff extended 
to each boat as it entered the creek. They 
checked on all of us throughout the week-
end to see if we needed anything or just for 
general feedback.  We are, needless to say, 
happy to be a part of this really fine group.ò 

 

As we become more familiar and comfortable with 

these large boats that we pilot, we occasionally for-

get that they can throw a sizeable wake.  And that 

wake is not friendly.  It can cause damage, and it 

can hurt.  While our primary purpose as an organi-

zation is to help foster enjoyment of our boats, a 

secondary one is to help build boating skills and to 

foster an awareness of the boating etiquette that 

helps us all get along better.  Please be aware of the 

wake you throw, and control your speed and wake 

when in confined places or while passing near oth-

ers.  

 

Volunteers Needed!  Your association has need of 

volunteers to help continue the activities weôve en-

joyed the past years.  Specifically we need volun-

teers for these following positions: 

 President 

 Cruise Director 

 Newsletter Director 

The term for the current President ends this Oc-

tober.  Additionally, we need someone to organize 

the mini-cruises that we have each month through-

out the summer.  The Newsletter needs an editor if 

weôre going to continue to have a newsletter.  And 

none of these jobs are daunting.  Over the past few 

years, weôve learned how to break these jobs into 

manageable bites, and there are many active mem-

Geoff & Pepper Holmes and Dottie & Bill Bogutski 
(of MTOA) Organized a Great Party 

Jim & Mary Walker converse with a new MTOA 
acquaintance 

Laugh!  I thought Iôd die. Sam, Jim, and Gene discuss Bourbon, fuel prices, 
and prop rotation 
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bers that currently support all of these positions.  So, 

whoever volunteers for one of the positions above 

has a host of willing supporters to turn to for help.  

If you are interested, or just have more questions, 

just phone or e-mail any of the current officers (Bill 

Hohwiesner, Bruce Krause, Sam Nicholson, and 

Rocky Lowe) and weôll help you to find a role with 

which youôre comfortable.  The rewards are signif i-

cant:  the good feeling that comes from helping 

folks enjoy their boats more, and the great friend-

ships that you develop working with the other Of-

ficers, Directors, and members.  

Contributors to this edition of your newsletter 

include Sam Nicholson, Sharon Nicholson, Peter 

Featherstone, Charlotte Featherstone, Geoff 

Holmes, Pepper Holmes, Rocky Lowe, and Patty 

Hohwiesner.  Your help is very much appreciated. 

 

Upco m ing Events:   

Four 2008 upcoming events are noteworthy: 

1) "Kids Cruise" to Eagles Nest - July 18-20 - 
Gather up your kids (and maybe a few neighbor 
kids) and join us at the Eagles Nest Anchorage 
by Gibson Island in the Magothy River for our 
first annual "Kids Cruise." We're planning lots 
of games as well as kayak races, swimming, a 
scavenger hunt, and a few other diversions. 
Christine and Chet Langemak are coordinating.  

2)  Cruise to MEBA Large Ship Simulator ï Aug 
8-10  just off the Miles River.  See accompanying 
article. 

3)  Chestertown Cruise ï Sept 6-7 up the Chester 
River. Anchor nearby & visit historic Chestertown. 

4) Fall Rendezvous ï Oct 2-5 at the Tides Inn 

& Lodge off of the Rappahannock.  See accom-

panying article. 
 

 

M embership News:  
Charlotte Featherstone  

We now have nine new boating families that have 

joined in 2008.  Our total membership consists of  

97 boating families, of which 83are local to the 

Chesapeake Bay. Our membership year goes from 

January through December, and dues of $25 per 

year were due by May 1.  Please send us a check if 

youôve net yet done so.   

 

A complete list of all members can be found on our 

CBGBOA website cbgboa.org at the menu tab:  

ñMember Directoryò.  If you check your own listing 

and find any element you want changed) phone 

number, e-mail address, boat information), just e-

mail me (membership@cbgboa.org) and weôll fix it. 

 

Recent additions to the association in 2008 in-

clude: 
 Thom & Jean Chase, Sarasota, FL 

 Lamon & Judith Stewart , Annapolis, MD 

 Jean William Cureton & Karen M. Smith , Garnet 

Valley, PA 

 Clyde Lee & Diane Willis, Indianapolis, IN 

 Brad & Liz Worsham , Oakton, VA 

 Charles & Andrea Glenn, Annapolis, MD 

 Gerald Reine, Rockville, MD 

 Sandy & Jacque Kemp, Helendale, CA 

 
Weôve included a short biography of our new mem-

bers (and photos) on our website.  Click the menu 

tab ñAbout Our New Membersò.  If you havenôt 

provided a bio and a photo of you and/or your boat, 

please send it to us (to membership@cbgboa.org), 

and weôll add it to the web page 

mailto:membership@cbgboa.org
mailto:membership@cbgboa.org
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Information and Observations:  
Check the Props! 
By Sam Nicholson 

 
We all assume that when we push the gear shift 

forward, the boat goes forward, and when we pull 

the gear shift back, the boat goes in reverse.   Weôre 

so sure of this that we never question it. 

But what happens when your propellers are in-

stalled incorrectly with the starboard prop on the 

port shaft and vice versa?  Well, an underway can 

quickly become exciting because when you want to 

go forward you end up going astern, and when you 

want to go astern, you end up going forward.  This 

is what an incorrect prop installation looks like.  

Youôll learn why momentarily. 

 

Imagine our surprise when this reversal oc-

curred on Dr. Nickôs first underway this spring.  

While luckily no one was injured and the minor 

damage to the boat was limited to the swim plat-

form, itôs not a situation that should be taken lightly. 

As with all work on your boat, personal follow-up is 

the best defense against surprises. 

 First, while the outer diameter of the shaft and 

the inner diameter of the props are tapered to pre-

vent the prop from being installed backwards, there 

is no similar mechanical interlock that precludes 

what happened in the subject case.  The props are 

not keyed to their correct shaft. So it takes a visual 

inspection to check for this problem.  According to 

Ralph Beatty of Digital Props, many props (and 

most GB props) have the size and the side stamped 

on the hub.  For our 27ò props, you should find ei-

ther 27RH27 or 27R27 for the prop that installs on 

the starboard engine. 

As you can see from the photo below the cor-

rect installation is obvious if you remember that the 

starboard shaft turns clockwise and the port turns 

counter clockwise. (Thatôs the setup on the Dr. Nick 

and I hear that it is the common setup. You should 

check on your boatôs installation.) Other more defin-

itive solutions could include writing ñportò or ñstar-

boardò on the appropriate prop, or painting them red 

or green as appropriate.   

 

In my case, my time at the boat during her 

spring out haul was limited, and I didnôt think to 

check this installation.  In the future, that will be 

corrected. 

 

Getting the Beer Colder, Faster 
By Bill Hohwiesner 

I expect that weôve all been frustrated by the 

extensive time required by our refrigerators to cool 

down the food weôve just stuffed into it, as we un-

load and prepare to go out for the weekend.  Like 

me, Iôll bet youôve looked at the cold plate to verify 

that it was cold and that frost was accumulating.  So 

why does it take so long for the food to get cold?  

The simple answer is that the air inside does not 

move very fast, and it is the moving air that is the 

primary way for the heat to transfer from the warm 

food to the cold plate.  If you want to cool faster, 

you need to move the air around inside faster. In 

short, you need a fan inside. 

So hereôs a quick and easy ï and cheap ï way 

to add a cooling fan to any refrigerator or freezer. 

I bought a cheap computer cooling fan (~ $6), 

two lantern batteries (~ $12), and a switch (~ $1). 

The fan support was a dead calculator.     I found  
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