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President’'s Message

Pepper Holmes — Rosetta

It will be a long while before | forget our Silver Anniversary weekend.

With great trepidation regarding the weather, we cruised to St. Michaels to be ready for the arrival of our CBGBOA fleet. Much to
our surprise, and | imagine the “Weather Prognosticator’s as well, we had sun each day. What a site, forty Grand Banks walled the
docks and their owners milled among them, sharing coffee, laughter and stories a year old. New members and guests were
welcomed, mums and welcome bags were distributed and hugs and tears were shed due to the recent death of our treasurer Peter
Featherstone. Technicians moved from boat to boat, visiting the “Holy Place” and diagnosing owners concerns. Frogmore Stew,

full of huge shrimp, chunks of sausage and corn, was served
from the stern of the Jarrett Bay Europa and then off to the Mid
Atlantic Concert that took us all by surprise with their
outstanding program. A visit by the author of the book we
reviewed (g.m.o. Callaghan), gave us a deeper insight into the
eighteen years it took to prepare the manuscript. And, will any
of us that attended the program on Life Support and the use of
the AED (automated external defibrillator) ever feel helpless
again? | think not. Small wooden boats motored around us with
their “putt - putt” engine noises, reminding us of the ongoing
festival at the Chesapeake Maritime Museum. The three day
event culminated with a gourmet duck dinner, a display of club
artifacts, a photo show, and a toast to the next 25 years.

The annual business meeting was well attended, the years
activities were reviewed, updated bylaws ratified and the
members showed support for the effort put forth by the current
board members. Speaking of board members, three new ones
were unanimously approved to hold office; Rocky Lowe will
fill Peter Featherstone’s term as Treasurer, Anita Lowe was
elected as Membership Chairman and Carol Williamson is now
our Secretary. A proposed Cruising Schedule is published in
this newsletter, the 2010 Rendezvous plans were presented, and
a lively discussion ensued regarding things we can do to
improve our association. In a few months you can look toward
two new options on the CBGBOA website, “Port Captains” and
“Chandlery”. Port Captains are members who have volunteered
to share their local knowledge with other members as they
cruise. An email to gholmes357@aol.com will add your name
to the list. Current volunteers can be seen on the website and
we welcome more than one member per location. The
Chandlery is reserved for members to buy/sell gently used
boating articles to each other. We will also move the sale of our
burgees to this site. In addition, Bruce Fenton is looking into a
“Club Shirt” that may be purchased in the same fashion. I will
keep you posted of our progress and let you know when and

Peter Featherstone -

xR

Our association’s treasurer, Peter Featherstone, died in
September following surgery. In memory, we asked his wife
Charlotte to speak during the St. Michaels Rendezvous Banquet.
Her remarks are included within this issue and here:

“CBGBOA: Please accept my deepest gratitude for allocating time to
celebrate Peter at the wonderful Rendezvous dinner in October. Special
thanks to Pepper Holmes for cleverly and thoughtfully arranging to swap
out the yacht club’s house vodka for Peter's beloved Tito's vodka.
Finally, our family is very appreciative of the donation to the
Chesapeake Bay Foundation in Peter's honor. You are an amazing
group, and Il always be a member (thanks to our Associate
membership offering)”.

The Chesapeake Bay Grand banks Owners’ Association is a privately run club. This newsletter is the property
of the CBGBOA, and it cannot be reproduced except by specific written permission from the CBGBOA,;
except that it can be reproduced fully without limitation for personal, private use.




how to participate as this site is still under construction. |
would also like to suggest you visit the “Cool Links” section
of the website since new information has been added.

Here is a reminder to contact Joe Gibson at
Joesboat@comcast.net, if an email copy of the newsletter is

sufficient for you and he will drop your name from our hard
copy mailing list, saving us some money in postage.

Whew! I’m exhausted, we certainly have been busy and now
we are.working up-steam toward an equally interesting
cruising season in 2010. We need your continued support and
ideas, so keep them coming. Geoff and | will"be spending the
winter on Rosetta while enjoying the sunshine‘in Florida. \We
will have our phone and computer ready for your comments
and concerns; so, let us hear from you.
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CBGBOA Officers

President: -----------------m------ Pepper Holmes
Membership --------------------- Anita Lowe

SECIelan===. ----------------- Carolyn Williams

Treasurer ----=-----=z------------- Rocky Lowe
DIRECTORS

Past President------------------ Bill Hohwiesner

Chair, 2010 Rendezvous---- Geoff Holmes
Webmaster----------------------- ‘Willow Works’ WEB Design
Newsletter Editors ------------ Joe & Rosa Gibson

Published four times per year and mailed to CBGBOA Members. We seek
articles of interest to other CBGBOA members. E-mail proposed articles to
joe@joesboat.org or mail to 804 Pheasant Run Drive, Gaithersburg, MD
20878.

2010 Pipeline

March 21: Member Brunch - Anita Lowe & Charlotte
Featherstone. A spectacular success in 2008 & 2009! See
details on page 3.

May: "Smithson Environmental Research Center” (SERC)
- Roger Granum. Our first on-the-water rendezvous of the season
will be an expanded version of the 2009 event. We will anchor on the
Rhode River near SERC-and go ashore to an afternoon of informative
presentations and conversation onthese beautiful grounds. Details
to follow!

June 18-20: Crisfield/Tangier Island - Bob & Shirley
Cunningham. The marina pavilion provides shelter for a picnic, and
we will travel to the island where traditions and speech have not kept
pace with our rapidly changing society.

July: Haven Harbor, Rock Hall'= TBD. This is one of our
favorite marinas on the eastern shore. Also, there’s an anchorage
nearby. It's.within walking distance to down-town Rock Hall and
offers a beautiful deck overlooking the marina for an evening cocktail
party.

August: St. Leonards' Creek - Sam & Sharon Nicholson.
We will anchor among a beautiful forest near the infamous Vera's
White Sands Beach Club and Restaurant.

September: Somewhere on the Severn - TBD. Plans are still
being formed. We can anchor in Little Round Bay or enter Maynadier
Creek to watch the skier's perform on the slalom course. .

Sept. 30 - Oct. 2 Rendezvous - Geoff Holmes. We will cruise
into the Choptank River to visit Oxford and/or Cambridge Maryland
(not England)

Updates will be posted on www.chgboa.org and
available in the January issue.
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Officer Reports

Membership
Anita Lowe - "High Noon"

The following is an article by Carolyn Bowden and Carol
Williamson of "Lily Pad" about why they joined and have
become involved with the CBGBOA. Both CB and Carol are
skillful captains who share the helm of "Lily Pad". They are
usually accompanied by Sally, a standard Poodle, one of CB
and Carol's dogs who particularly enjoys cruising.

Membership Enthusiasm

Carolyn Bowden/Carol Williamson - “Lily Pad”

Upon buying “Lily Pad” (GB 36 Classic) in April 2006, two
bits of advice were offered.

First, contact Pepper and Geoff Holmes to gain the skills
needed when moving to power from sail. We did and learned
essential handling techniques. Second, contact Pepper and
Geoff Holmes for details on joining the CBGBOA. We did.

And, are we ever glad! It took us two years before we thought
“Lily Pad” was “presentable” enough to attend a rendezvous.
So, our first outing was the 2008 joint rendezvous at Granary
Creek. We met just the nicest, friendliest, most unpretentious
people. And that has continued to be our experience at all other
member events. Whether discussing books or boats, dogs or
dinghies, generators or questions—every member (and guest)
has been welcoming.

Joining CBGBOA has given us so much and we look forward
to ways we can give back to the organization.

From Our Boat to Yours

Where o’ Where Has Our Bimini Gone?
Sharon Nicholson — Dr. Nick

It was a dark and stormy night... OK it was a sun shiny late
afternoon in an empty Eagle’s Nest anchorage off of the
Magothy River with thunderstorms in the forecast, some
predicted to be strong. The Dr. Nick’s trusty 45# CQR plow
was holding well (as always) in about 8’ of water with 90" of
chain out. We had added some length to the rode given the
forecast and felt secure. We ran the radar to check on the
weather and though some distant rain activity was noted, no
system looked very organized or dangerous. It was going to
remain sunny and muggy...

If you remember Eagle’s Nest there is a pretty horse farm and
lots of nice homes lining the water. We watched the horses
grazing and some kids playing off one of the docks. A 30-32’
sailboat came by towing a kid on a raft. Then as a cloud started
getting darker in the west, the horses took off for the barn. The
kids climbed out of the water and quickly ran towards their
home. Rain started to fall and Sam went forward to close the
topside hatches. As he returned to the cabin a roar was heard
from the west, and the storm (microburst? Mini-tornado?)
really hit. Within a minute there was little to no visibility, the
waves had gone from 0 to 3’, and the wind was WILD.

On came the navigation system, the Caterpillar main engines,
and the VHF. The GPS showed a near instantaneous jump in
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CBGBOA MEMBERS’ BRUNCH
March 21, 2010

Each year we enjoy this opportunity to meet with our friends and
welcome new members to the association. We’ll convene at the
Severn Inn in Annapolis on Sunday, March 21, at 11:00 am. The
brunch features an incredible food spread and unlimited
champagne/bloody Mary’s. The Severn Inn view (across the Severn
River to the Naval Academy and downtown Annapolis) alone is worth
the price of admission. Top it all with the camaraderie of your fellow
Grand Bankers (including another unlimited item: sea stories), and
you're looking at an event not to be missed! Last year was such a
spectacular success. We look forward to seeing everyone there.

You'll need to RSVP to Anita Lowe (Membership Chair) (757-221-7007
or Nitalowes@yahoo.com) or Charlotte Featherstone (410-280-5173 or
charlotte@cbgboa.org).

Get ready for the season! Replacement CBGBOA burgees will be
available for purchase at the brunch. Large @ $25 (vs. $28 by mail)
and small @ $15. Small burgees can be put to good use as
hostess/thank you gifts, local yacht club displays, office décor, etc.!

Save the Date
March 21, 2010

postion of 100yds toward the eastern shore of the anchorage.
The engines were engaged to hold us in this new position and
we rode out the 20 minute storm. From the VHF quickly
came calls of distress and worry — a USNA sailboat at
Baltimore Light with an injured sailor, the frantic call from a
boat aground off Rock Hall, and more.

And then there was the sailboat that had been towing the kid
on the raft. In a break in the rain, we noted the boat hard
aground and listing at about 30 degrees from the wind
pushing her against the mud. The roller furling ‘Genoa’ was
about half deployed! All personnel appeared to be present
and in life vests aboard the boat. It must have been a close
call pulling in that raft.

Almost as quickly as it came, the storm went away to beat up
the Eastern Shore. Sam went topside to check the boat, and
when he returned he calmly noted to Sharon that the bimini
canvas top no longer needed to be cleaned, it was gone. Yup,
gone clean as a whistle. It must have blown off intact in the
first impact of the wind and left only a small thread to
document its existence. The fly bridge side covers were also
ripped and torn.

CBGBOA CELEBRATION OF PETER

Charlotte Featherston — Tis’

Thank you all for devoting a few minutes of the Rendezvous
Banquet to celebrate Peter, his love of his boat ‘Tis, and his
affection for CBGBOA.

Thank you especially for including our children in this event.
I’Il introduce them now, starting with our oldest, Peter John,
whom we call PJ, from Yarmouth, Maine; then Sam from
Cape Elizabeth, Maine; Abigail from New York City; and,
Reid from Alexandria, Virginia. They very much appreciate
getting to mingle with members of a group that meant so
much to their dad.
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Now, about the boat - Peter’s boat ‘Tis was the fulfillment of
his biggest dream. Oh, how he wanted it, and oh, how he loved
it. Every cruise was an excellent adventure. From the nooks
and crannies of the Chesapeake, to his two trips up the East
Coast to New England, and everything in between.

And besides the cruising, ‘Tis was an endless source of
entertainment for Peter. He was a born putzer, and he putzed
on that boat virtually every single day from March through
November, never ever running out of things to do. He babied
it, and he cherished it.

And then there’s you—this group, CBGBOA. Our first
CBGBOA event was the 2007 spring gathering at the
Sarnowskis’ beautiful home. I’ll confess a bit of trepidation
that owners of these elegant boats would be stuffy, not exactly
our cup of tea. Then, on our arrival, up pulled Bill Howiesner
in his dinghy, proffering assistance and a drink. The next thing
I knew, Sharon Nicholson was offering fans to keep us cool on
our NOT air conditioned boat that hot night. Then I was
trekking into town with the gals, watching Anita Lowe try on
that stunning black dress for her son’s upcoming wedding.
Then there were Peter and Patty Hohwiesner commiserating
over their love of teaching. And Sam Nicholson helping us
resolve a little technical glitch. Oh my, the kindnesses that
were extended to us from you all from the very beginning!

And the good times flowed from there: the delightful
CBGBOA cruises, informal meet ups with buddies over a
weekend, savoring fine food and drinks, these magical
Rendezvous extravaganzas, cigars on the fly-bridge watching
night fall... And, of course, sea stories - Always the swapping
of sea stories.

So thank you for bringing Peter and me so much joy these past
few years. You are a special group of people.

Know that this very moment, Peter is here in spirit, sipping his
beloved Tito’s vodka martini and looking forward to smoking a
cigar on the flybridge with the guys as he watches the stars
appear one by one.

... Thus ending another perfect day on the water and ‘Tis.

On the Moose Trail
Pepper Holmes — Rosetta

Sharing ideas is one of the things we do best. The Great Lakes
Grand Banks Association extended an invitation to us to join
them for their Summer Rendezvous. We have an ongoing
dialog with the group and exchange Newsletters. It seemed
natural to want to put a face with a name so off we went to St.
Ignace, Michegan, to meet the members.

Over the past 12 months, | have been fascinated with the
entertaining Moose that is a repeating theme appearing on their
newsletter. Some of the images are hard to believe. So, off we
went in search of the moose and the creative personalities
behind the publication.

We drove from Easton to Ann Arbor, to Thessalon, Ontario, to
St. Ignace Michegan, over 1050 miles bordered with pine trees
and Indian artifacts. Nestled on the North Channel of Lake
Huron, with a magnificent view, was the gracious home of
Lincoln and Shirley North, Publishers/Editors of the chapter
newsletter. We could not have been received with more warmth
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in spite of the foggy weather. Linc’s office was littered with
mooses, doing all sort of things mooses don’t normally do,
such as pulling sleds. Story after story was told and we did a
great job of detailing our clubs’ experiences. Dinner was a
highlight. Our hosts were serving MOOSE and it was
delicious, | had seconds.

Early the next day we drove back across the border to St.
Ignace, Michegan for the opening of the Great Lakes Grand
Banks Association Rendezvous. Once again, we were
greeted with friendly interest. Most of the members were
curious to know how our individual clubs differ and were
surprised to find we really are quite similar. Their program
included a bus trip to the Great Lakes Boat Building School,
a dinner at the Kewadin Casino, and a discussion of the
Noble Odyssey Foundation which does underwater research
and education. Timing is everything, the rendezvous was
held in conjunction with the Annual St. Ignace Fish Feast
with music and fireworks to top off the festival.
Approximately 30 boats, both Eastbay as well as Classics
attended the event.

Here are my observations:

1 They have ~100 boats in their fleet.

1 The cruising season is about 6 weeks shorter than it is
here on the bay.

1 The chapter is populated by hearty folks willing to travel
great distances to enjoy each others company. Some may
travel over 500 miles to attend a rendezvous.

1 Because of distance, no other activities or events occur
through the year except for a mid-winter board meeting.

1 Members cruise in large bodies of clear, fresh water
subject to storms that would make the Chesapeake Bay
look like a mill pond.

1 The group has dropped the use of the word “Owners” in
their name, to make it clear that other boat brands are
welcome. Great Lakes members that do not have a boat
or that own another brand are referred to as “Alumni”,
we use the term Associate.

1 Rendezvous plans are made 3 years out, they are
currently working on 2012. Boy, we better get busy!

T Like us, they are an independent, non-profit association.

What | found of most value was sitting at a table, sharing a
meal and cross pollinating the associations with great ideas
and experiences. | hope we are invited again.

August Langford Bay Rendezvous
Joseph Gibson — Surprise

Rosa and | arrived on Friday afternoon. This was our first
trip into this area of the Chester River and we were
impressed with this beautiful niche along the river’s northern
shore. Our holding tank was approaching the full light and I
was pleasantly ‘Surprise’d to find the marina sponsors a free
self service pump out that’s always available. It was really
convenient to stop at the dedicated pier at the entrance to the
marina before continuing and getting secure in a slip. Thank
you Langford Bay!

We then enjoyed the marina grounds and meeting with other
members as each boat arrived. We are still really new among
the members and we were able to get to know others.
Several cocktails later we were able to enjoy a cooler August
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evening.

On Saturday Bruce organized and led a roundtable discussion
of boat maintenance topics, and then most members present
had their boats inspected by a US Coast Guard Auxiliary
Vessel Examiner. Naturally everyone passed. We’ve all
studied and understand the federal and state safety
requirements but it’s always rewarding to sit with an
experienced examiner to seek additional information.

On Sunday morning Sharon and Sam Nicholson sponsored a
breakfast aboard Dr. Nick where we enjoyed their elegant
dining area and toured the roomy Europa’s facilities

The Saturday evening banquet was held in the marina’s
pavilion. We barbecued steaks and chicken — yes Sam, that fire
was really hot - and then enjoyed a fine meal with conversation
and music.

We enjoyed three great weather days, especially Sunday where
our members casually departed the marina for a leisurely cruise
home.

This was our first on-the-water association event this year and
we really enjoyed meeting with other members. We thank
Bruce & Eleanor Krause and John & Linda Allen for
organizing this successful rendezvous.

Information and Observations

Member Communications — New Boating
WEB Site

Joe Gibson — Surprise




